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As I am writing this month’s letter a small amount of 
snow is falling. Will it ever end in our part of the 
world? Today we hit over 40 degrees in temperature, 
so I know I’ll be fishing soon. 
 
I want to thank the members for voting myself and my 
board of officers in for another year. I hope everyone 
is pleased and if you have any thoughts or suggestions 
PLEASE let me or a board member know. 
 
I just went on the Massachusetts stocking site and 
they are stating we should have stocked ponds at the 
end of March to first week of April. Let’s hope that 
the snow is gone by then. I am sure after this long 
winter we all want to get out and wet a line no 
matter where it may be. 
 
I want to thank Ryan Collins from “my fishing Cape 
Cod” for talking to us this past month. I believe 
everyone got something out of his talk. I had spoken 
to Ryan afterwards and hopefully as our club and his 
members, we can fish together—both fly rodders and 
spin fisherman—we will let you know when and 
where. 
 
We still are selling raffles tickets for an all day fishing 
trip in Rhode Island with Capt Ray Stachelek. For 
$15.00 someone is going to win a great day of fishing 
on the water. Remember, this can be for stripers or 
albies, fly or spinning you pick what you want to do 
with Capt Ray. 
 
Tight lines and hopefully we will be fishing soon. Hope 
to see you at the meeting. 
 
Joel,  
 

President’s Letter 

Featured Speaker 
 
 
      
 
 This month we are having Paul Perra 
from NOAA come and talk about the fish 
stocks and where our money for a license 
goes.  
 
Paul also has done research on stripe 
bass so we may be able to slip him some 
questions on this as well. 
 

 
Not Yet....But Coming Soon 
 

 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
Tuesday March 24 2015 
Foxboro Community Center 
6:30 to 9:00 PM 
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When I started fly fishing in 1953 I was nine years 
old. My dad was not a fly fisher. For Christmas he 
got me a Wright McGill 8 1/2 ft sweetheart glass 
rod with an Ashaway Golden Nylon Level B line. 
Even though I was too small for this heavy rod I 
fished for trout (in the beginning with worms) then 
fly fishing for real for trout, shad, largemouth and 
smallmouth bass and striped bass. At eleven years 
old I bought a 6 1/2ft Shakespeare glass with 
Ashaway HDG line (weight forward 6). 
 
 In a month’s time the finish came off and it 
became my best shad fishing line because the line 
absorbed water. I got used to the line sounding like 
sand paper going through the guides. Life was 
good. Caught a lot of shad—I was in their zone. I 
came across this line recently made of silk and 
nylon. Ashaway was a leader in that time period, 
today they make tennis racket strings. 

Armand  Says: 

 

RAY BONDOREW’S “RAY”S FLY” 
 
Hook: Eagle Claw #254 Size 2, 1, or 1/0 
Thread: light green or pale yellow 
mono cord 
Body: Silver Bill’s Body Braid or tinsel 
yarn 
Wing: A small bunch of white bucktail, 
over this two strands of pearl 
flashabou, small bunch 
 Yellow Bucktail, two strands of pearl 
flashabou topped by a still smaller 
olive bucktail. 
Topping: Four or five strands of 
peacock herl 
Fly Length: 2 – 6 inches long 
 

ARMAND’S JUVENILE SILVERSIDE 
 
Hook: Owners mosquito size 1/0 or 
equivalent 
Thread: UTC G.S.P. white size 75 
denier 
Wing: White bucktail sparse, yellow 
bucktail, dark brown or tan bucktail on 
top 
Six strands of peacock herl on top. 
Two strands of pearl flashabou or 
crinkle flash on each side 
 
 
 

 

FLY TYING CORNER 
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Trout and Salmon Compared 

PHYS.—I never saw so many fish of this kind 
before; and I conclude that heap of smaller fish 
is composed of trout. 
 
HAL.—Certainly. Let us compare one of the 
largest trout with salmon. I have selected two 
fresh run fish, which, from their curved lower 
jaws, are, I conclude, both males. The salmon 
you see is rather broader, has a tail rather more 
forked, and the teeth in proportion are rather 
smaller. The trout, likewise, has larger and 
more black and brown spots on the body; and 
the head of the trout is rather larger in 
proportion. The salmon has 14 spines in the 
pectoral fins, 10 in each of the ventral, 13 in 
the anal, 21 in the caudal, and 15 in the dorsal. 
The salmon measures 38½ inches in length, and 
21 inches in girth, and his weight is 22¼ lbs. 
you see. The trout has one spine less in the 
pectoral and two less in the anal fin, and 
measures 30¼ inches  in length, and 16 inches 
in girth, and his weight is 11 lbs. We will now 
open them. The stomach of the salmon, you 
see, contains nothing but a little yellow fluid, 
and, though the salmon is twice as large, does 
not exceed much in size that of the trout. The 
stomach of the trout, unlike that of the salmon, 
is full of food: we will open it. See, there are 
half digested sand eels which come out of it. 
 
PHYS.—But surely the stomachs of salmon must 
sometimes when opened contain food?  

Salmon River at Russky Island, November 2014 

HAL.—I have opened ten or twelve, and never 
found anything in their stomachs but tape 
worms, bred there, and some yellow fluid; but I 
believe this is generally owing to their being 
caught at the time of migration, when they are 
travelling from the sea upwards, and when they 
do not willingly load themselves with food. 
Their digestion seems to be very quick, and 
their habits seem to show, that after having  
taken a bait in the river they do not usually 
offer to take another, till the work of      
digestion is nearly performed; but when they 
are taken at sea, and in rivers in the winter, 
food, I am told, is sometimes found in their 
stomachs. The sea trout is a much more 
voracious fish, and, like the land trout, is not 
willingly found with an empty stomach. 

PHYS.—I presumed the sea trout is the fish 
called by Linnaeus, in his Fauna, Salmo Eriox? 

HAL.—I know not: but I should rather think that 
fish a variety of the common salmon. 
 
PHYS.—But there are surely other species of 
salmon that live in the sea and come into our 
rivers: I have heard of fish called greys, bull 
trout, scurfs, morts, peales, and whitlings. 

 

   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The excerpt below is from a British book 
published in 1828 titled “Salmonia: or Days of 
Fly Fishing. A Series of Conversations with 
some Account of the Habits of Fishes Belonging 
to the Genus Salmo”. The writer is listed simply 
as “By An Angler”. 
 
The characters in this excerpt are Halieus—
“who is supposed to be an accomplished fly 
fisher” and Physicus—“who is described as 
uninitiated as an angler but as a person fond of  
inquiries in natural history and philosophy”. 
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HAL.—I have never been able to identify more 
than the salmo salac, or salmon, and salmo 
trutta, or sea trout, in the rivers of Britain and 
Ireland. The whitlings, I believe to be the young 
of the sea trout. A sea trout which I saw in 
Ireland, called a bull trout, was of the same 
kind as these you see here, but fresh water   
trout are sometimes carried in floods to the 
sea, and come back larger and altered in colour 
and form, and are then mistaken for new 
species; and as each river possesses a peculiar 
variety belonging to it, this, with differences 
depending upon food and size, will, I think, 
account for the peculiarities of particular fish, 
without the necessity of supposing them 
distinct species. I remember many years ago, 
the first time I ever fished for salmon in spring 
in the Tweed, I caught with the fly, one fine 
morning in March, two fish nearly of the same 
length: one was a male fish of the last season, 
that had lost its melt; the other a female fresh 
from the sea. They were so unlike, that they 
did not appear of the same species: the spent 
or kipper salmon was long  and lean, showing an 
immense head, spotted all over with black and 
brown spots, and the belly almost black; the 
other bright and silvery, without spots, and the 
head small.  

 

 

Thank you for spending some time reading the new Crossroads Anglers Newsletter. See you next month! 

Salmo Trutta  or  Sea [Brown] Trout 

 

Even the pectoral and anal fins had more spines 
in the newly run fish, some of the smaller ones 
having been probably rubbed off in spawning by 
the other. I would not for some time, till 
assured by an experienced fisherman, believe 
that the spent fish was a salmon; and when                       

their flesh was compared on the table, one was 
white, flabby, and bad, and without curd; the 
other of the brightest pink, and full of dense 
curd. Then, though of the same length, one 
weighed only 4 lbs. the other 9½ lbs. When it is 
recollected that different salmon and sea trout 
spawn at different times in the same river, and 
that fish of the same year being born at 
different seasons, from Christmas to Lady-day,-
-and having migrated to the sea in spring—run 
up the rivers of all sizes in summer and 
autumn—the young salmon from 2 to 10 lbs. in 
weight, the young sea trout from ½ to 3 lbs. in 
weight—it is not difficult to account for the 
variety of names given by casual observers to 
individuals of these two species.   
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